
dealing with Argentines; they are 

very nonaggressive people.  

-Body language is very 

important within communication. 

Argentines often touch each 

other during conversation and 

stand/sit within close proximity. 

Gift Giving 

-Gifts are uncommon and 

unexpected within Argentine 

culture. If you decide to give a 

gift, choose something 

inexpensive. Gifts of great 

worth are looked at as bribes. 

-If given a gift, open the gift 

right away to show gratitude. 

Appropriate Gifts:                      

-Flowers, candy, pastries, 

chocolate, imported liquor, an 

item specific to your country or 

region. 

Gifts to Avoid:                              

-Personal items (i.e. clothing), 

sharp objects (signifies severing 

friendship), leather goods. 

Meetings & Negotiations 

-Be punctual although your 

Argentine counterparts may not 

be. Also, confirm date and time 

prior to meeting. 

-Greet others by shaking hands 

and maintaining eye contact.  

-It is appropriate to kiss on the 

cheek when greeting someone 

you’ve met before and upon 

departing (this is traditional 

between both men and women). 

-When addressing others use the 

formal terms “Señor” (Mr.) for 

men and “Señora” (Mrs.) or 

“Señorita” (Miss) for women, 

followed by the surname. 

Physicians and lawyers are 

addressed as 'doctor' followed by 

surnames.  

-Establishing a positive 

relationship and strong friendship 

is valued when conducting 

business and will build trust. 

-Doing favors for one another is 

not uncommon. 

Business Attire  

-Argentina is a very fashion 

conscious country, so it is 

important to look professional 

and well kept.  

-Wear something conservative 

and formal in regard to colors and 

style.  

Behavior 

-Prepare to exchange business 

cards often. Expect Spanish to be 

on one side and the English 

translation on the other. 

-The O.K. hand gesture and a 

thumbs up are both interpreted as 

rude and vulgar.    

-Making a circular motion using 

the index finger while pointing to 

the side of one’s head signifies 

having or making a phone call. 

-Always be respectful, kind, and 

empathetic towards others when 
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Conversation 

-The official language of 

Argentina is Spanish but English 

is widely used within business 

environments. 

-Don’t be surprised if you are 

asked personal questions such 

as your age and salary; be polite 

and respond vaguely.  

-Do not take offense if you are 

interrupted; this expresses 

enthusiasm on the subject.  

-Most Argentines believe they 

should be frank, open and direct 

but, in reality, are often indirect 

and proud of being diplomatic.  

-They would rather not offend by 

agreeing with you at the time 

than share their true thoughts 

right away.  

-They prefer face-to-face 

meetings rather than by telephone 

or in writing, which are seen as 

impersonal.  

-Do not refer to Argentinians as 

Hispanic or Latino. 

Topics to Discuss:  

-Soccer, literature, weather, 

music, tango, Argentine cultural 

events 

-Men enjoy talking about women 

Topics to Avoid:  

-Comparing with Brazil; The 

Falkland Islands or Falkland War, 

the Peróns, politics, religion 

 

 Argentina 
                            

Country Overview: 

Location: Southern South America, 
bordering the south Atlantic Ocean, 
between Chile and Uruguay 

Size: 2,780,400km sq 

Population: 42,610,981 (July 2013 
est.)  

Capital: Buenos Aires 

Export-commodities: soybeans and 
derivatives, petroleum and gas, 
vehicles, corn and wheat 

Import-commodities: machinery, 
motor vehicles, petroleum and natural 
gas, organic chemicals, plastics 

Currency: Argentine Pesos (ARN) 

Ethnic groups: white (mostly Spanish 
and Italian) 97%,  other non-white 
groups 3%  

Religion: Roman Catholic (nominal) 
92%, Protestant 2%, Jewish 2%, 
other 4% 

Government Type: republic 

Chief of State and Head of 
Government:  President Cristina 
FERNANDEZ DE KIRCHNER (since 
10 December 2007), Vice President 
Amado BOUDOU (since 10 December 
2011)  

Language: Spanish (official), 
Italian, English, German, French 
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